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Argument and Design features fifteen essays by leading scholars of the Sanskrit epics, the 
Mahābhārata and the Rāmāyaṇa, discussing the Mahābhārata’s upākhyānas, subtales 
that branch off from the central storyline and provide vantage points for reflecting on it.
Contributors include: Vishwa Adluri, Joydeep Bagchee, Greg Bailey, Adam Bowles, 
Simon Brodbeck, Nicolas Dejenne, Sally J. Sutherland Goldman, Robert P. Goldman, Alf 
Hiltebeitel, Thennilapuram Mahadevan, Adheesh Sathaye, Bruce M. Sullivan, and 
Fernando Wulff Alonso.

All those interested in the Mahābhārata, the Sanskrit epics, Hinduism, the theology of 
the Goddess, the Trimūrti, the episodes of the Mahābhārata, discussions of dharma, and 
anyone concerned with literary criticism, narrative structure, and compositional and 
reading strategies.
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